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ately closes the tragic scene. The success of " Yirginie" was
real—was complete. Since "Lucrece," no modern tragedy
had met with such acceptation from a French audience; but
"Lucrece" was in a few days laid upon the shelf, while " Vir-
ginie," sustained by the talent of Mademoiselle Rachel, was
long played. In this role, which was admirably well adapt-
ed, especially in some of the scenes—that with Appius Clau-
dius^ for instance—to her powers, the actress rose to the full
height of her excellence. She displayed her indomitable ener-
gy, her perseverance, her strength of will. She felt that she
had her reputation at stake. She had failed in the creations
she had hitherto brought out. "Whether the failures were at-
tributable to the plays or to the actress, the evil results were
no less keenly felt by her, and she saw the necessity of proving
that the fault was not in her, but in the materials given her.
She felt her sunlight was paling. The public, ever ready to
dispel its own illusions, to. destroy the idol it had worshiped,
was beginning to show carelessness and indifference. Some
great effort was requisite to rouse it from a torpor which, long
continued, would have proved fatal. Had she again failed,
defeat would have severely shaken, if not utterly killed, her
prosperity. She rose with the peril of the crisis, and, achiev-
ing the most glorious = triumph, seized with firmer grasp the
sceptre that was sliding from her hand.
The success of " Virginie" contented the public for some
months. In June Mademoiselle Eachel carried it into Brit-
tany. She spent her congl at Nantes and Brest. Her tri-
umph was somewhat less agreeable from the fact that it -was
shared in Lyons by the actor Ligier, in whose praise the pro-
vincials were so enthusiastic that the Parisian critics were
much amused. The idea of placing Ligier on a line with
Mademoiselle Eachel fully warranted the ridicule with which
it was visited.
On the 6th of June Mademoiselle Eachel took a part in the
celebration of the anniversary of Corneille—-a celebration, be
it remembered to her honor, she had been the first to think of
introducing. She was so charmed at this time by the success
of Virginie that she forgot how inappropriate was the costume
of thfe rtile to the circumstance, and appeared in it in the pa-

